
Hymns for 13th December 2020 – ADVENT 3 

To God be the glory 
TiS 147   Tune: To God be the Glory 

1. To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

CHORUS 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory! great things he has done! 

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to every believer the promise of God! 
and every offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

CHORUS 

3. Great things he has taught us, great things he has 
done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see. 

CHORUS 

Frances Jane van Alstyne 1820-1915 alt. 
(Alias Fanny Jane Crosby ) 
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Hark! A herald voice is calling. 
TiS 264.  Tune: Merton 

1.  Hark! A herald voice is calling: 
     ‘Christ is near,’ it seems to say, 
     ‘cast away the dreams of darkness, 
     waken, children of the day!’ 

2.  Wakened by the solemn warning 
     let the earth-bound soul arise; 
     Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling 
     shines upon the morning skies. 

3.  Lo, the Lamb so long expected 
     comes with pardon now from heav'n; 
     let us meet him with repentance, 
     pray that we may be forgiv’n. 

4.  So when love comes forth in judgement, 
     debts and doubts and wrongs to clear, 
     faithful may he find his servants 
     watching till the dawn appear. 

Anon., Latin ?6th cent. tr. Edward Caswall 1814-78 
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Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
TiS 497.  Tune: Picardy 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
comes full homage to demand. 
 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food. 
 

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light comes shining 

    from the realms of endless day, 
    that the powers of hell may vanish 
    as the darkness clears away. 
 
4. At his feet the six-winged seraphs, 

cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord Most High! 

From the Liturgy of St. James c. 4th cent. 
tr. Gerard Moultrie  1829-85 alt. 
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Holy Spirit go before us 
TiS 420  Tune:  Maria’s Tune 

1. Holy Spirit, go before us, 
every mind and heart prepare 
for good news of life in Jesus, 
for the joyful hope we share. 
Gently lead the lost to safety, 
gently teach them wisdom’s way, 
till they come to seek you gladly, 
till we find the words to say. 

2. Holy Spirit, come and help us, 
give us words to speak of Christ. 
Teach us how to tell all people: 
deepest darkness can be light! 
Help us tell how faithful God is, 
and how Jesus sets us free; 
take our words, and make them gospel, 
so that many may believe. 

3. Holy Spirit, stay to show us 

how to serve as Christ served us. 

May our words of love be grounded  

in love’s actions, first and last. 

Your good news is news of justice, 

and the strong befriend the weak 

in your service, till compassion 

builds the peace the nations seek. 

Elizabeth Smith (1956-) 

Reproduced with permission OneLicense #A624976 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
TiS 270  Tune: Winchester New 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
come then and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 

2. Then cleansed be every heart from sin; 
    make straight the way for God within; 
    prepare we in our hearts a home 
    where such a mighty guest may come. 

3. For you are our salvation, Lord, 
    our refuge and our great reward; 
    without your grace we waste away 
    like flowers that wither and decay. 

4. To heal the sick stretch out your hand, 
    and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
    shine forth, and let your light restore 
    earth's own true loveliness once more. 

5. To him who left the throne of heaven 
    to free us all, let praise be given; 
    and praise be to the Father done, 

    and Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

Charles Coffin 1676-1749 
tr. John Chandler 1806-76 alt. 
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