
 
9th May 2021 – Ascension – Chris’s Sermon - Mark 16: 15-20 
   Good morning everyone. I’m guessing that most of you are familiar with the story of the ascension – the story 
of the outpouring of God’s Spirit to the disciples – including their commission to carry the gospel out into the 
world. It’s one of our most well-known and  
well-loved feast days in the church.  
I’d like to start by re-reading part of this Gospel. In the words of Mark: 
...And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole of creation. The one who 
believes and is baptised will be saved... And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name 
they will cast out demons; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not 
hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover…” 
   In our Gospel, Jesus talks to the disciples about transformation through faith – a faith that will sustain the 
disciples in their calling and help them to relieve sickness and suffering in the world around them. In a way, this 
was the purpose of Christ’s earthly life. And, he’s talking about the continuation of his faith and ministry, through 
his followers. In the ascension, he talks about all that he’d done and all that he’d shared – it’s his swan song – his 
final word. And, he then says to the disciples, you have been witnesses to all of these things – I have shared all of 
these blessings with you – and then he sends them out – he sends them out to preach and heal and comfort in his 
name - to share the blessings of God with all of the nations of the world.  
   According to Mark 
…after he had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And the 
disciples went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere… (Mark 16: 19-20) 
   Today, I want to focus on these last few words – And the disciples went out and proclaimed the good news.  
   Any discussion on the ascension, I think, should probably begin with us – It should begin with us asking, what 
does the ascension mean to us, if anything? Is it joyful for us? 
   It’s an interesting question. In our creed we affirm that our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven (p. 123). But, 
the ascension must be more than dogma – more than a theological statement of faith to be studied and mastered 
– (objectively).  
   Is it history – is it myth? If we answer these questions with our mind (our intellect) we’re still just skimming 
across the surface.  
   I don’t think we can fully understand the ascension by using our intellect. As I’ve said before, reading about 
roller coasters and understanding how they work is not the same as riding on one. We need to be emotionally 
involved in this story – connected. 
   Put simply, the ascension was and is an experience – it’s more than just a time honoured story about Jesus and 
his disciples. It is an invitation to ride on a roller coaster. And, hopefully, we’re called to be a bit like the disciples 
described in Mark’s Gospel, moved by an experience that prompts us to act – and take risks. Like the disciples, we 
are called to share our experience of the good news (hopefully with some joy in our hearts).  
   So, what does the ascension mean to us? 
   Before the church was founded, the first disciples gathered around Jesus of Nazareth because they felt drawn to 
him somehow – in some way. I could be wrong, but I don’t think they were drawn just by his teachings.  
   That might sound a bit odd to some of you. (I have a suspicion that some of his followers may have found his 
teachings to rather cryptic or a bit confusing.)  
   I think that’s still the case for some of us today. 
   Jesus called his followers to examine the wisdom and assumptions of their culture.  
   He talked about the law of Moses and social responsibility – he talked about justice and moral obligation. (He 
called them to ask questions.) But, in a way, through these teachings, his followers were given a glimpse of the 
man behind the teachings. They were drawn to him – not just his teachings. 
   I think the disciples were drawn to Jesus by his care for other people. (I think it’s that simple.) Through his 
teachings, they could see his heart – he cared for them. He demonstrated a genuine care and concern for their 
wellbeing.  
   In Palestine, the first disciples gathered around Jesus to form a personal relationship with him because he 
genuinely cared for them. He embodied a loving God and they felt the need to connect with this loving God – 
they wanted more. 
   Later, when the faithful gathered on Greek soil (after the ascension), the context changed – the love and 
wisdom of Jesus became the foundation of a faith and a shared way of life.  
    



 
Paul talks about this way of life in his letter to the Ephesians – he invites the faithful to live lives worthy of their 
calling – to live lives of lowliness and meekness and patience and forbearing – to live in love and peace, united in 
the Spirit. (this is a description of shared community.) 
   For these early Christians, spreading out across Asia (Ephesians, Galatians, Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians) 
– for these people - the faith was more than just a teaching – more than an abstract idea. It moved them – it was 
a powerful experience.)  
   Later, when the faithful started to gather together on Roman soil, the context changed again. The care and 
wisdom that Jesus embodied became an institution. The structured church was born with the full support and 
power and reach of the roman empire. 
   On English soil, this Good News breathed life into a culture. 
   And, eventually, the care and teachings of Jesus moved across to the new world - to America, where the faith 
became an enterprise (for lack of a better word) – it helped to build a nation. These are broad brush strokes 
(borrowed from other writers) – but you get the point. The faithful in each new generation were moved and 
shaken by their faith.  
   The context changed but they were all carried forward – they were all invited to ride the roller coaster.  
   Sometimes, I wonder what the attraction is for our culture. I hope, in years to come, historians might look back 
and say that we were a bit like the first disciples – drawn to Jesus by Joy and hope – drawn to a God who cares 
about us.  
   In a world that values wealth and power (often at the expense of the less fortunate), Joy and hope may well 
lead us back to the beginning – to Palestine – to a place where the people of the world can meet Jesus of 
Nazareth and the caring God who stands behind him (the building blocks of a faith and a way of life). 
   In Acts chapter 2 we see a gathering together of the faithful from every nation of the known world. And, on 
Pentecost Sunday we celebrate this multicultural gathering of the faithful –Parthians, Medes and Elamites – 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, and Rome. 
(It all began with the ascension.)  
   And, in this outpouring of the Spirit, we see the faithful followers of Jesus from every nation of the world 
equipped for ministry.  
   And, he sends them out into the world. In Matthew 28: 16-20 he says to the disciples “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit... And, remember, I am with you always to the end of the age.” 

   Jesus promises the disciples that the spirit of God will endure within the faithful (that’s what he’s saying) – it 
will continue to shine in the world, until the end of the age. 
   Through the ascension we can say that the work of Jesus in the world is completed on the cross. But, in a way, 
our reading also shows us that it will never be completed until all the blessings of the cross, planted in the 
world, have reached out as far as possible.  
   Long ages ago He cried, 'It is finished,' but we may be far from the time when He will say, 'It is done'. I 
wonder if that is even the true objective. How could it ever be truly finished?  
   In the book of Kings, we’re told that Elijah ascended into heaven in a great whirlwind – a chariot of fire that 
carried him to heaven in glory. But, the reading only talks about Elijah’s glory – it’s his moment – his triumph – 
his glory.  
   In a sense, the very reverse is true of Christ's Ascension. In Christ, our nature is taken up to the throne of God. 
His Resurrection and ascension points the way to our resurrection and glory, through faith in the good news.                  
So today, on ascension Sunday, we share the hope and joy that the disciples experienced, as we too share the 
blessings of our risen and ascended Lord with the people that we are called to serve. 

 


