
12th September 2021 – Pentecost +16 – Dave’s Sermon 
in the Gospel for today, Jesus asks His disciples; 
Who do you say that I Am ? 
There is the sense in which Jesus asks all people this same question 
and It seems to me that all Christians have answered this question. 
You and I have answered this question by saying something like; 
You Jesus are God 
You Jesus are my God. (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) but that is another sermon. 
You are Jesus our God, to whom we give our lives 
and ask you to help us live our lives as You would want us to. 
So, we , you and I try to live, walking with Jesus through our lives to our deaths  
And on into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Jesus having asked the question and been given the disciples answer, 
Jesus then goes onto tell His disciples what is going to happen to Him. 
In fact telling them how He is going to die and be raised from the dead. 
I suspect that the disciples heard the bit about Jesus being killed  
And didn't hear the most important bit about Jesus being raised from the dead; 
Jesus Resurrection. 
So they naturally protest and don't believe Jesus. 
To me it's quite natural that they don't want Jesus to die. 
Especially in the way He describes. 
So they sort of talk over Him. 
Telling Him that this cannot be true, He is mistaken. 
This mustn't happen. 
As I say, this is a natural reaction. 
This is a natural reaction for you and me. 
It seems to me that it is a natural reaction for people to go into denial  
whenever one of our loved ones talks about them coming to their end, about their dying. 
Our instinct is to indicate in some way, that they are not going to die. 
And worse; we don't want to talk about their dying.. 
Not yet anyway. 
And so we put off a most important conversation. 
Sadly we off put off this most important conversation until it is too late,  
either because they are no longer capable of holding such a conversation  
or because they have died. 
It seems to me that when someone raises their coming death with a Christian, 
we Christians have a duty to take seriously the persons concerns about dying 
and if allowed, explain our belief in the Christian God of love  
who wishes to bring all people into the kingdom of heaven 
and that through our belief that through our faith in Jesus' death and resurrection 
we will be brought into the kingdom of heaven. 
As is our hope for them. 
We then finish by asking them if we can pray with them for this to happen. 
Which of course we will do in our private prayers. 
 


