
14th  November 2021 – Pentecost +25 – Dave’s Sermon 
Preaching is a funny thing; 
Sometimes you might get the Good Samaritan (once every 3 years) 
and you think, what can I possibly say that's new about that ? 
Then there's gospels like today’s, 
with so much in them, you think, where do I start ? 
Well let's start with,  
" Many will come, claiming to speak in my name..... and they will fool many people." 
How true these words of Jesus have proven to be. 
B’hai ; Jehovah’s Witnesses; Mormons; Xn. Sc. ; Christadelphians;  
The list goes on and on. 
I used to think B'hai was a reasonable religion,  
a so called compilation of all that is good  in the world religions 
and a religion of peace which it is. 
Then I discovered that it's leader claimed to be Jesus returned. 
Interestingly, both the Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Mormons began their existence  
Via American authors 
They each began, as the only true religions and taught that Christianity 
and Christian churches were in fact works of the devil. 
and that their initial leaders; 
Charles Russell and Joseph Smith were more important than Jesus. 
It has been interesting to see them basically being accepted by the world as Christian churches. 
One of the real problems with telling the truth of what Christian sects believe 
is that people think you're having a go at their followers  
when in fact we have an understanding that their followers are good people  
and generally good citizens. 
Why is it important to know what a self-proclaimed Christian church believes ? 
As Jesus says, so that we won't be fooled. 
How do we know which are Christian churches and which are not ? 
How do you know which team is playing Soccer; Aussie Rules ; Rugby;  
they all claim to be playing football. 
you can know, 
By the shape of the ball, by the shape of the field; by the number in a team;  
By the rules they're following; 
So too the sects; 
Who is their real leader ;  
what do they teach about who Jesus is and what He did; how inclusive are they, etc. 
Do their churches believe the Christian creeds ? 
Especially the Apostles and Nicene creeds. 
These creeds were initially put together by the early Christian churches (150 ad and 325 ad ) 
so that they could tell who believed the Christian faith and who did not. 
They are still a good yardstick for today. 
The basic truths of Christianity is that; 
Jesus/God became human on the first Christmas day; taught and healed, did miracles,  
gave His life for all people by dying on a cross at calvary on the first Good Friday 
and Rose from the dead on the first Easter day  
and as He promised, walks with anyone who wants Him to, 
through this life into the Kingdom of God. 


